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Buchanan washed his hands of Forney for the time being and turned
to making the Philadelphia slate according to his own views. His knowl-
edge of his own unpopularity in Philadelphia plus the Forney embroglio
undoubtedly led him to decide to give some of the Philadelphia spoil to
the politicos of the interior. This was eagerly urged upon him by non-
Philadelphians, particularly by a long-time supporter, Hendrick B.
Wright of Wilkes-Barre; and J. Glancy Jones of Reading was not op-
posed to it. Therefore Buchanan gave the big plum, the Philadelphia
customhouse, .to his old Lancaster friend, Joseph B. Baker, a railroad
operator and Harriet Lane's brother-in-law. The naval office which
Forney had declined, the surveyorship, and the marshal's post went to
friends of Jones. Friends of Forney got the district attorneyship (a re-
appointment) and the navy (purchasing) agency. The postmaster was
acceptable to both Jones and Forney.14 No one was very well satisfied,
but there was general acquiescence. Jones was to be busy as chairman
of the House ways and means committee in Washington, and Forney
planned to take over the Daily Pennsylvanian and run it on the profits
from the printing of the Post Office Department blanks, which he ex-
pected to receive from Buchanan. The President, however, was in no
hurry to make this printing assignment, and the Pennsylvania com-
bustibles might explode at any moment,15 They were in fact dynamite.
Ill
The patronage situation in the Northwest at first blush seemed much
less complex and dangerous than that in the eastern communities; but
it proved eventually to be even more disastrous. In most of these states
also there was factionalism. Here as elsewhere the Democrats were
faced with rising opposition. The antislavery, territorial, and metropoli-
tan attitudes were vigorously expressed, and, although their exponents
found no sympathy among the Democratic machine leaders, so great
was their appeal that they fostered discontent in the Democratic ranks
and resentment against southern domination and continued laissez
faire. Also the younger men resented the more conservative elders
clinging to office and called them "Hunkers," after their New York
prototypes, because they hankered after jobs* Factionalism was bound
to flourish on such substance.